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QUESTIONS OF THE HOUR.

THE BOOK OF PSALMS.

PROFESSOR WILBERT W. WHITE.

With a prodigality which is astonishing

has God provided variety of fruit and

flower and scenery in the physical world.

In like manner also has He filled His spirit-

ual storehouse with abundant and tempt-

ing supplies. When blushing peaches and

golden apples, and juicy oranges, and lus-

cious grapes, and tempting strawberries,

and shining cherries are all offered us,

any one of which would in a most agree-

able manner satisfy the palate, it is diffi-

cult to make a selection. In the Bible we

have every variety of spiritual food, and

each part, when we study it, seems to be

best, for each part in a sense contains the

whole. It is a fountain, every drop of

which is a brook, and every brook a river,

and every river an ocean which covers the

earth. Like God, its Author, it is alto-

gether, always, everywhere.

To-day our thought is directed to a

most precious part of the Bible. Shall we

call it peaches, or apples, or oranges, or

pears, or grapes, or cherries, or strawber-

ries? We must be allowed to call it

peaches, and apples, and oranges, and

pears, and grapes, and cherries, and straw-

berries, and all other delightful and tooth-

some fruits and viands. The Book of

Psalms, the devotional manual of the ages,

is that volume of the divine library which,

more than any other of the collection, re-

sembles the whole in its variety of con-

tents, authors and times. Mr. Gladstone

said of John Bright that he once expressed

to him the deliberate opinion that he

would be willing to rest the question of the

giving of a divine revelation to man on

the Book of Psalms alone. Here are his

exact words: “John Bright has told me
that lie would be content to stake upon the

Book of Psalms as it stands the great ques-

tion whether there is, or is not, a Divine

Revelation. It was not to him conceivable

that a work so widely severed from all the

known productions of antiquity, and

standing upon a level so much higher,

could be accounted for except by a special

and extraordinary aid.”

“If,” says Luther, “all the greatest ex-

cellencies and most choice expressions of

all the true saints should be gathered from

the whole Church since it first existed,

and should be condensed intc the form of

one book—if God, I say, should permit

any most spiritual and gifted men to form

and concentrate such a book, such a book

would be what the Book of Psalms is, or

like unto it. For in the Book of Psalms

we have not the life of the saints only, but

we have the experience of Christ Himself,

the Head of all the saints. So that you

may truly call the Book of Psalms a little

Bible.”

Dean Church says: “The Psalms ex-

press, as nothing else can express, the

deepest religious ideas
.”
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These are Richard ' Hooker’s words

:

“The choice and flower of all things pro-

fitable in other books, the Psalms do both

more briefly contain and more movingly

also express, by reason of that poetical

form wherewith they are written.”

Salmasius, the great antagonist of Mil-

ton, one of the most learned men of his

day, on his death-bed said: “I have lost

a world of time. If, I had a year more 1

would spend it in reading David’s Psalms

and Paul’s Epistles.”

Tholuck wrote : “Songs which like

these have stood the test of 3,000 years

may well be said to contain in them the

seeds of eternity.” And again, Mr. Glad-

stone : “All the wonders of Greek civiliza-

tion heaped together arc less wonderful

than is the simple Book of Psalms, the

history of the human soul in relation to

its Maker.”

Another writer says: “Wherever we are

the Psalms find us
;
they search the deep

things of our hearts; they bring to us the

great things of God. Lyrics like these into

which so much of the divine truth was

breathed when they were written, and

which a hundred generations of the chil-

dren of men have saturated with tears and

praises, with battle shouts and sobs of

pain, with all the highest and deepest ex-

periences of the human soul, will live as

long as joy lives, and long after sorrow

ceases
;
will live beyond this life, and be

sung by pure voices in that land from

which the silent dove, coming from afar,

brings to us now and then upon her shin-

ing wings some glimpses of glory that eye

hath never seen.”

VARIOUS TITLES OF THE ROOK OF PSALMS.

In Luke xx, 42 our Saviour is reported

to have said : “For David himself saitli

in the Book of Psalms, The Lord said unto

my Lord, Sit Thou on my right hand, un-

til I make Thine enemies the footstool of

Thy feet.” The title “Psalter” is usually

restricted to versions prepared for use in

the Church service. Some of the Psalms

are called Prayers: for example, the 86th

and 90th. \rou remember that Psalm 90

is called the Prayer of Moses, the man
of God. At the end of Psalm 72 we find

the expression, “The Prayers of David, tin

son of Jesse, are ended.” This expression

likely originally appeared at the end of a

collection of Davidic Psalms. A very

common and pi-oper title is “Tehillim,”

which means “Praises.”

Before proceeding, will you note for a

moment the relation between prayer and

praise? I well remember an analysis of

prayer which, early in my study, I found

in Dick’s Theology. “Prayer,” said he,

“consists of four elements, viz., Adoration.

Thanksgiving, Confession, and Petition.”

Judged by this rule, what an inadequate

conception of prayer prevails in many a

mind ! The Psalms thus viewed may, as a

whole, be called prayers, and with almost

equal appropriateness they may be de-

nominated praises.

On the Psalms as vehicles of praise.

Henry Ward Beecher once wrote: “There

is one thing which is a serious embarrass-

ment to praising through the song service

of the Church, and that is that we have so

few hymns of praise. You will be sur-

prised to hear me say so; but you will be

more surprised if you take a real specimen

of praising and search for hymns of

praise. You will find any amount of

hymns that talk about praise. There is

no lack of hymns that say that God ought

to be praised. But of hymns that praise

and say nothing about it, there are very

few indeed. And for what there arc we

are almost wholty indebted to the old

Churches. Most of them come down from

the Latin and Greek Churches. There is

no place in human literature where you

can find such praise as there is in the

Psalms of David,”



Questions of the Hour. 3

I think that one of the weaknesses of

the religious study and thought of the

present day is that not more attention is

given to the Book of Psalms, and that the

Churcli in what it calls worship—which

very, very often is about as far from wor-

ship as the east is from the west—does not

give more tongue to the praises which are

found in the Book of Psalms.

THE BOOK OF PSALMS HAS FIVE PARTS.

In the Revised Version this is indicated.

The first book ends with xli, at the close of

which is a doxology. Verse 13 reads thus.

“Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel,

from everlasting to everlasting. Amen and

Amen.” The second book ends with

Psalm lxxii, at the close of which is a

doxology, as follows : “Blessed be the

Lord God, the God of Israel, Who only

doeth wondrous things. And blessed be

His glorious name forever: and let the

whole earth be filled with Ilis glory

;

Amen and Amen.” The third book ends

with Psalm lxxxix, where there is a dox-

ology also. Verse 52 reads, “Blessed be

the Lord for evermore. Amen and Amen.”

The fourth book ends with Psalm cvi, at

the end of which we have these words,

“Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel,

from everlasting to everlasting: and let

all the people say. Amen. Praise ye the

Lord.” The last collection ends with a

series of doxologies.

Psalm cl may be said to be the closing

doxology of the entire collection. Of the

closing part of the Psalter, Packenham

Walsh, in Voices from the Psalms, says

:

“Every one of the last five of the Psalter

begins and ends with a shout of praise;

and during the triumphal march all crea-

tion is summoned to join the chorus. Sun

and moon, stars and flowers, man and

beast, saints and angels, all the powers of

the earth, and all the host of heaven arc

called upon to take their part in the great

oratorio of praise; and while they muster

into one glorious choir we wait in breath-

less expectation for the last grand dox-

ology. The music gathers all its strength

for its final burst of harmony, and then

the last Psalm lifts up its voice with

strength, amidst the sound of harps and

the peal of organs, and the clang of cym-

bals, and the melodious tumult of all

kinds of music, and the volume of praise

swells to an overwhelming close. Thir-

teen times the note of praise resounds

through six short verses, and then the

Amens of earth, the Amens of supplica-

tion and submission, the Amens of Creed

and Litany which graced the previous dox-

ologies are lost and swallowed up in the

rapture of the overwhelming hallelujah.

Praise God in the sanctuary; praise Him
in the firmament of His power; praise

Him according to His excellent greatness.

Let every thing that hath breath praise

the Lord.”

THE ARRANGEMENT OF THE PSALTER.

Some make much of the use of the

names for God in the Psalms, and main-

tain that dispensational truth is thereby

set forth. Following is the distribution of

the names Jehovah and Elohim in the five

books

:

Jehovah 278 33 48 112 267

Elohim 45 198 60 17 28

It is explained by those who see intent

in this distribution that it sets forth the

history of Israel. The predominance of

the name Jehovah in the early portion of

the Psalter, they say, indicates Israel in

covenant relation. Out of this relation

the nation passes in the middle parts and

returns again at the last.

For my part I have never been able to

follow this method of reasoning. It ap-

pears to me to be fanciful.

Four principles appear to have operated

under God in the arrangement of the

Psalter. The first is Authorship. There is

no author except David mentioned by the



4 Questions of the Hour.

superscriptions in the first book. Note

also the group of Korah Psalms at the be-

ginning of the second book. Chronology

is the second element entering into the ar-

rangement of the Psalms. The latest

Psalms are found for the most part in the

latter part of the Psalter. Liturgical use

is a third principle of arrangement. Il-

lustrating this see the Hallel, composed

of Psalms cxiii to cxviii, and the Songs of

Degrees, composed of Psalms cxx to

cxxxiv. The fourth principle determining

the arrangement of the Psalms is Senti-

ment. Witness the hallelujah groups, and

Psalms xcv to c, in which there is much
about the coming King.

THE HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF THE
PSALTER.

This book spans a thousand years or

more of Israel’s history. The oldest in

the collection (Psalm xc) was written by

Moses, and many were produced after the

Babylonian exile. If we possessed no his-

tory of the Jews except that found in the

Psalms, we should have much. If you

have never done so, spend a little time on

the topic—the Historical Element in the

Psalter (see, for example, Psalms lxxviii,

cv). There are indications that the

Psalms came from the revival times of

Israel’s history.

SOME STRIKING FEATURES OF THE BOOK OF

PSALMS.

1. The first has reference to the struc-

ture of the Psalms. The Psalms are

poetic. Three books of the Bible are hon-

ored in Hebrew by a special system of ac-

centuation. They are Job, the Psalms,

and the Proverbs. The poetic structure

of these books is indicated in the Revised

Version.

Parallelism is the distinguishing fea-

ture of Hebrew poetry. Students recog-

nize three forms of parallelism, the first

of which is Synonymous. We have an ex-

’ amjile of this in Psalm ii, I, “He that sit-

teth in the heavens shall laugh : the Lord

shall have them in derision.” In syn-

onymous parallelism the same thought is

expressed in the second line which is

found in the first. The variation is merely

in the form of expression. In Psalm xv, 1

is another example of synonymous paral-

lelism, “Lord, who shall abide in Thy

tabernacle? Who shall dwell in Thy holy

hill ?”

The second kind of parallelism is An-

tithetic. In this the second part expresses

the opposite of the first part. For exam-

ple, “The Lord knoweth the way of the

righteous : but the way of the ungodly

shall perish” (Psalm i, 6). Psalm cxix,

13, is another illustration of antithetic

parallelism, “I hate them that are of

double mind
;
but Thy law do I love.”

One is often aided in interpretation by

noting the kind of parallelism. A striking

illustration of this is found in Proverbs

xiv, 32, “The wicked shall be driven away

in his wickedness : but the righteous hath

hope in his death.” The second part shows

clearly that in the mind of the writer

death was present when he said, “The

wicked shall be driven away in his

wickedness.”

The third kind of parallelism is called

Synthetic. In this the second part is

necessary to the conclusion of the thought

of the first part. In Psalm xc, 12, we have

an illustration. “So teach us to number our

days, that we may get us a heart of wis-

dom.” A beautiful illustration is found

in Psalm iv, 8, which verse, properly in-

terpreted, means, “I will lay me down and

go to sleep at once : for Thou, Lord,

though I am alone, dost make me to dwell

in safety.”

It may be remarked in passing that the

Psalms are Lyric and not Epic poetry.

The Hebrews were not hero-worshippers

;

they were worshippers of God.

2. A second striking feature of the
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Psalter which we shall name is its large

personal element. It is reported of Bengel

that a friend concealed himself one night

in the study of this famous Christian

scholar in order to hear him at his private

devotions. It is necessary to go only to the

Book of Psalms in order to hear men of

God pouring forth their prayers and

praises to the Most High. Take Psalm

cxxxix as an illustration of what I mean

:

“0 Lord, Thou hast searched me, and

known me. Thou knowest my downsit-

ting and mine uprising.” The personal

pronouns occur in this Psalm oftener than

there arc lines in the Psalm.

3. A third characteristic of the book is

that it consists largely in address of man

to God. We are accustomed to think of

the Bible as the message of God to man.

Why is it that in the Psalms the reverse of

this is so generally true ? We can account

for it, I think, only in this way—that God

first interpreted Himself to man, and that

man spoke out to God what he had learned

from God about the Divine Being and His

relationship to man. Worship is very

prominent in the Psalter. The spirit of

the whole is expressed in the opening

verses of Psalm xcv, 6, 7 :
“0 come, let

us worship and bow down; let us kneel

before the Lord our Maker. For He is our

God
;
and we are the people of His pasture,

and the sheep of His hand.” On this

point Dr. De Witt, in his Introduction to

“A New Translation of the Psalms,” says

:

“Most of the Psalms are direct addresses

to God. They are the expression of ail

thoughts and feelings which man, in view

of his complex relation to God, may suit-

ably pour out before him. The principle

of this worship is not constrained homage

to a superior, enforced by arbitrary pains

and penalties, but the cultivation of the

higher nature in man by the encourage-

ment of gracious affections in unreserved

intercourse with God, and this is the only

5

means of preserving him from utter moral

deterioration and debasement The-.

Psalms thus become a vehicle for the-

proper expression to God of man’s wishes^

and praises.

Augustine writes with deep feeling, ire

his Confessions, what a treasure the

Psalms were to him at the time of his con-

version. “How did I then,” says he, inc

addressing God, “converse with Thee1

when I read the Psalms of David—those

songs full of faith, those accents which

exclude all pride ! How did I address

Thee in those Psalms ! How did they kin-

dle my love to Thee ! How did they

animate me, if possible, to read them out

to the whole world; ‘nothing is hid from

their heat.’ How violent was my indig-

nation against theManichseans (the hereti-

cal sect who entirely rejected the 01c!

Testament), and yet felt pity for their not

knowing those holy riches, those remedies,

and their raging against the antidote that

might have healed them ! I wish they had

been at my side—yet without my knowl-

edge—beheld my countenance and heard

my voice when I read the Fourth Psalm

!

What a blessing it was to me ! 0 that

they could have heard—but without my
knowledge of their being within hearing

(lest they should fancy I was speaking for

their sakes)—what I said to Thee at tin;

occasion of those words !” He then states

with profound emotion what passed in his

soul at the reading of every separate vers<>

of that Psalm.

4. A fourth characteristic of tlw-

Psalms is the fullness of their teaching:

aboirt the character and wrork of God. Oru

this point. Dr. De Witt, to whom I have

referred already, uses the following lan-

guage : “Although the main purpose of'

the Book of Psalms is not instruction, yet

with respect to the person and nature of

God it is a text-book even fuller than the

New Testament. In the latter the pre—
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vious revelation is assumed as not needing

to be repeated. The knowledge that is im-

parted in these adoring appeals to Him in

the Psalms is for the whole world and for

all times.”

That the Psalms are so rich in teaching

about the character and work of God is

the more remarkable in view of the third

characteristic already mentioned, viz., that

they consist in the main of addresses

by man to God. The reality of the truth

of the conceptions of God which the

Psalmists had is abundantly witnessed to

by the fact that the most spiritual in all

succeeding ages, even to the present time,

have found the Psalms their best medium

of address to God. The testimony of a

writer in the Spectator lately on this point

is striking. “Is there,” says he, “in the

modern world, in spite of the Christian

teaching of near 2,000 years, anything to

be compared in depth and freshness and

reality of religious feeling with the re-

ligious feeling of the Psalms? We are dis-

posed to think that there is not. * * *

The Book of Psalms remains to show us

the center from which our spiritual life

was first begot, and the center to which

it must return after it has conquered all

the distracting influences of intellect and

emotion, and reduced them to acknowl-

edge its humbling and sobering and spir-

itualizing sway.”

Principal Fairbairn says: “Is there a

feature of the divine character as now de-

veloped in the gospel, a spiritual principle

or desire in the mind of an enlightened

Christian, a becoming exercise of affec-

tion, or a matter of vital experience in the

divine life, of which the record is not to be

found in this invaluable portion of Holy

Writ—the Psalms?”

Another says : “The richness and

breadth of the Psalms are a striking con-

trast to the poverty and narrowness of

many of our modem hymns. The latter

usually affect us painfully by their exag-

geration of incidental and ignoring of

principal truths. They anthropomorphize

—make divine things human things.

They are often songs about the strictly

human side of religion and of Christ.

David would have starved to death upon

such psalmody. His songs are of God

;

that is their most striking attribute.

They make God great, glorious, eternal,

in the mind of the singer or listener.

They range the skies and scale the moun-

tains to find poetic suggestions of the

magnificence of Jehovah.”

[to be continued.]

Men carry unconscious signs of their life about with them. Those that come from

the forge, and those from the lime and mortar, and those from the humid soil, and

those from dusty travel bear signs of being workmen and of their work. One need

not ask a merry face or a sad one whether it hath come forth from joy or grief. Tears

and laughter tell their own story.

Should one come home with fruit, we say, “Thou art come from the ‘orchard';”

if with hands full of wild flowers, “Thou art come from the fields;” if one’s gar-

ments smell of mingled odors, we say, “ Thou hast walked in a garden.”

But how much more if one lias seen God, has held converse of hope and love, and

hath walked in heaven, should he carry in his eye, his words, and his perfumed

raiment the sacred token of divine intercourse !—Henry Ward Beecher.

Our thoughts may be prayers. There are moments when, whatever the attitude of

the body may be, the soul is on its knees.— Victor Hugo.
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NEWS OF THE CHURCHES.

ABROAD.
Latakia, Syria.—The following report

of the medical department of the Syrian

Mission, dated November 14, 1903, will be

read with interest:

After the close of the hospital, July 1,

1903, other duties hindered the preparing

of a report of the work done during the

year. And while away at Mersina during

the summer, 1 found I did not have with

me the necessary data for such a report,

hut even at this late date we do not feel

that it will be altogether uninteresting to

the Church to know what we were per-

mitted to do during the year. The num-

ber treated was larger than that of any

preceding year. Neither the general char-

acter of the work nor the manner of con-

ducting it differed much from the methods

of the past. Advantage was taken of

every opportunity to make this branch of

the work a medium for the teaching of

gospel truth. It is not always easy to

secure a hearing for what one would like

to say ; but when one’s words are preceded,

or accompanied, by efforts to help those

who are sick or suffering, it gives a hold

on the heart that could not otherwise be

obtained. It is slow work—often discour-

aging work—trying to convince men that

the so-called religion in which they have

been trusting is but a broken staff. But

we have the command of a Leader that is

omnipotent and that ought to be enough

to cause us to be faithful.

The work of the present year is fairly

begun. Twenty cases have been admitted

up to this date. Our drugs, which were

shipped in August, have not reached us

yet, as well as the furniture for the operat-

ing room which kind friends are sending

us. The delay, is occasioned .by .quaran-

tine. The goods have been lying in Alex-

andria for over six weeks, as no steamers

come from there here. The following

table gives a summary of the* hospital

work for the past year

:

Number treated. Fellaheen 32

Number treated, Nom. Christians .... 47

Number treated, Moslems 30

Number treated, Protestants ........ 8

Total 117

Number of surgical operations per-

formed 30

DISEASES.

Typhoid Fever 5

Malarial Fever 16

Diseases of Stomach 9

General Diseases 33

Diseases of Eye 22

Injuries 14

Abscesses and Ulcers 14

Fracture of Skull 2

Fracture of Femur 1

Fracture of Patella 1

Total 117

i
J. M. Balph.

A private letter from Miss Maggie B.

Edgar, written November 22, gives the

condition of things in Latakia Center at

that date :

Our work is going on quietly, though we
have only the boarding school pupils; as

there is still much smallpox in the town.

It has visited nearly every house about us,

but so far our pupils have escaped. We
have had a general vaccination as a pre-

caution. We are thankful that so far there

has been no cholera .in .the town, though

lately it has come very nearw, 14 is a good
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many years since there was such a general

and severe epidemic of it all through the

country as there has been this year. The

general health of our pupils is good, but

one of my boys has been in the hospital

very seriously ill for two weeks. A change

for the better has taken place now, how-

ever, and we hope that before long he will

be in school again.

At last the Governor has given permis-

sion for a temporary quarantine of five

days so that Mr. Stewart and the teacher

in Kessab can come down. It might just

as well have been given long ago. But

that is the way affairs are managed in

Turkey.

There has been some cholera in Tartoos,

and consequently the school has been

closed temporarily. Our workers there are

all well, however.

Suadia, Syria.—A letter of November

2, from Rev. C. A. Dodds, contains the

following items:

We came down from Kessab week be-

fore last, hoping to open school in a few

days, but the cholera, of which there had

been a few cases in Suadia, and which we

had hoped would have died out before

now, owing to the near approach of win-

ter, has rather increased, both here and in

Antioch. Our local hakeem told me that

there had been four deaths to-day in Sua-

dia from cholera. We are thankful to

be able to say, however, that as yet there

have been no cases in our quarter. In

Antioch there have been, according to the

most reliable reports obtainable, as high as

thirty deaths some days. In view of the

prevailing conditions we have thought it

wisest not to attempt to open school yet.

As to our work here, the audiences in

the chapel the. two Sabbath mornings

since our return from Kessab have been

somewhat larger than they were when I

was present during the summer.

By the time this reaches you it will be

about four years since we landed in La-

takia. During that time we have been

compassed about with loving kindness and

tender mercy. Were we looking for a con-

tinuing city in this world we should

search in America rather than in Turkey,

but even in Turkey we have been blessed

with as good health so far, as we could

reasonably have expected under the most

favorable conditions in any land.

Hitherto hath the Lord helped us, and

whatever be His will for the future, we
believe that He will still help, and that

what is good He will give.

November 9.—I did not get the above

off last week as I expected. The cholera

has abated here. I have heard of no cases

since the four I mentioned last week. In

Antioch, too, I hear, it has just about died

out. I am thinking of opening school next

week.

Mersina, Asia Minor.—November 14,

Rev. R. J. Dodds wrote as follows :

Last Sabbath I was in Adana. I had

an interesting visit both there and at

Auba. On Sabbath I conducted the

services in the forenoon and afternoon at

the regular times of assembling. The
audiences were good, as many were

present as could comfortably gather in the

room and on the porch. This fall I was

able to rent a larger room in addition to

the one we had before, so we will not be

so cramped.

In the evening, just after the afternoon

meeting, I went to the Syrian quarter and

held a service in the house of one of the

brethren there. The meeting was small,

still quite a number were present who

would not have gone elsewhere to hear.

When speaking of the leaven in the

meal, a man who was recently converted

spoke out and said, ‘
‘ The gospel is still like

leaven, otherwise Murad and I would not
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liavc been believers, for we were both not

only unbelievers but particularly bitter in

our opposition to the gospel and those who

accepted it. ” Another man said, when I

spoke of how disheartening it is to see so

little effect of our work: “Sometimes

leaven leavens quickly, at other times

much more slowly. It is not strange if

we observe this also in the gospel.”

I had an invitation to visit a Fellah at

his house and talk to them about the gos-

pel. I talked to him and his friends for

about three hours. One man, though

treating me personally with great polite-

ness, spoke strongly against Christianity.

He said th'at we had some knowledge of

the truth, but that it was very defective.

He spoke of Moses, Christ, and Mo-

hammed as different manifestations of the

same divine person. He asserted that the

Virgin Mary was the Holy Ghost mani-

festing Himself in human form. He said

that Moslems and Fellahin, so far as they

follow the true teaching of the Koran, be-

lieve in three persons in the Godhead just

as Christians do.

The man of the hoqse said he believed

we held the truth exactly and he would

become one of us if he dared. But he said,

“I cannot.” He said : “If I were to close

my shop for one Sabbath, for example, it

would occasion remark. If I were to close

it on two consecutive Sabbaths I would be

accused of having accepted Christianity.

1 f I still closed it a third Sabbath I would
be called before the Council to give an ac-

count.” They all agreed in this state-

ment, and said : “We cannot become
Christians while this tyrannous govern-

ment exists.” They were evidently trying

to excuse themselves to their own con-

sciences, rather than to us. It is, if I am
not mistaken, a hopeful sign.

On Monday I was able to hire a carriage

for a Turkish dollar for a drive to the

Auba, the driver to wait as long as I de-

sired to remain. This was very cheap,

and was due partly to the fact that the

roads were in good condition, and partly

to the fact that the driver was long ago a

resident in Mersina, and often employed

by Dr. Metheny, when he was alive, so

that he considers it more or less of a right

as well as an honor and privilege to drive

the American missionaries wherever they

want to go.

Suleyman and his friends were very

happy to see us. Quite a number of neigh-

bors gathered to see and hear us. The re-

cent conscription had taken off most of the

men, so that our audience was chiefly

made up of women and children. The
friendliness of the people of the Auba to-

ward us grows steadily. The work of

Suleyman is having marked effect. The

great number of women who hear the gos-

pel regularly in his house is a pleasing

feature. The effect in their conduct is

noticeable if they be compared with other

women of their race in their usual condi-

tion.

Both Suleyman and the Fellahin of the

Auba are much dissatisfied that I do not

procure him a permit to teach. They have

no idea of the difficulties in the way.

Cyprus.—The following letter from Rev.

Walter McCarroll, dated Larnaca, Decem-

ber 2, 1903, will be read with special in-

terest :

Your readers will perhaps be interested

to learn of the welfare of your new mis-

sionaries in this part of the great world-

field. As is known, we sailed from New
York October 28th, and had a pleasant

passage across the Atlantic. Our visits

in Belfast and England, though short,

were very enjoyable. Traveling overland,

we joined our steamer, the “Cheshire”
of the Bibby Line, at Marseilles, Novem-
ber 19th. The passage from there to Port

Said is five days, and was accomplished
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without accident of particular moment.

Landing early Wednesday morning, No-

vember ‘25th, we found the “ Esperanza ”

ready for departure but awaiting the ar-

rival of the mail steamer from Brindisi.

The delay of the. latter steamer gave us

ample time to transfer ourselves and lug-

gage to the “ Esperanza,” a small steamer

of 2,000 tons, which is able to give one a

pretty severe shaking when the sea is

rough, which it proved to be that Wednes-

day afternoon and evening. The morning,

however, proved more propitious for poor

sailors. The sea was smooth, and the

air clear and bracing. In the distance

could be seen Cyprus, our destination and

home. What the latter word meant to us

can perhaps be fully comprehended only

by those who have made a long journey

with small children. It has been a con-

stant subject for wonder and gratitude

how the whole family has been preserved

free from all sickness and disease and

harm. We have abundantly experienced

the truth of the words of the Psalmist

:

“The Lord is thy keeper : the Lord is thy

shade upon thy right hand” * * * “The
Lord shall preserve thee from all evil.”

It was then with thanksgiving that on

Thursday, November 26th, “Thanksgiv-

ing Day,” we landed in Larnaca, even

though it was into quarantine. We were

required to spend forty-eight hours in

quarantine, because we came from an

Egyptian port, in which land there is sup-

posed to be cholera. Our quarters were

not uncomfortable, and the enforced leisure

gave us an opportunity to dispose of some

correspondence. Saturday morning we
were released, and being met by the

Mission workers, were conveyed to the

home of Rev. Aegyptiades, in whose large

and roomy house \ve are for the present

staying. Our reception by the Mission

workers, though undemonstrative, was

warm and cordial. We were, of course,

very anxious to see the Mission property,

which we inspected at once. A property

well situated,
.

grounds of considerable

extent, a large and imposing house and a

beautiful church, we found to be the pos-

session . of the Reformed Presbyterian

Church in Larnaca.

On Sabbath morning at nine-thirty I

preached to the Armenians, about fifteen,

old and young, Mr. Nishan acting as inter-

preter, translating into Turkish. Sabbath

school met at three-thirty, which was

attended by both Armenians and Greeks.

The number of Greek boys was seven.

The school was followed by preaching

services, to which five of the seven Greek

boys remained. The service was con-

ducted by Rev. Aegyptiades in Greek.

The Armenians having taken their depart-

ure at the close of the school, there

remained beside the workers, these five

Greek boys. After about fifteen minutes

four of the boys took their departure,

leaving but one. As I sat there in the

gathering darkness, listening to a service

not one word of which I could understand,

I must confess that I felt depressed and

discouraged. Was this all the result that

years of labor had produced? Had this

Mission been established these ten years

and only one Greek convert? Had we

absolutely failed to make any permanent

impression upon the Greeks? I made

inquiries. Was this the usual attendance?

I learned that latterly the attendance

of Greeks has been very small. At

one time, perhaps twenty, thirty, forty or

even fifty would be found at a service.

The opposition of the priests is such, and

they are so vigilant in their opposition,

that those who would come dare not.

Perhaps a greater or more potent reason

is the fact that the Greeks consider them-

selves to be “orthodox,” already in pos-

session of the truth, and so self-satisfied.

The all-important question is: TIow can
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the Greeks be readied with the gospel ?

On Monday morning I went to the school,

which lias been carried on by the Mission

workers in the church. Seventeen boys

were present at the opening religious

exercises, which last fifteen to twenty

minutes. From twenty-five to thirty

boys are in attendance, who are Armeni-

an, Greek and Moslem.

At my suggestion the workers met

with us on Monday evening for prayer,

that we might seek guidance and light.

'Phe passages read and prayers ottered

refreshed and strengthened us all. The

outlook did not seem so hopeless. We
then discussed ways and means. We all

felt that we had reached a point in which

we were thrown wholly upon God. We
were utterly weak and unable to reach

the hearts of the Greeks. God Himself

must work. The supreme need of the

hour was for prayer—importunate, pre-

vailing prayer—that God’s Spirit would

go forth to convince of sin : of sin be-

cause of failure to believe on Jesus and

exalt Him as the only Saviour and

Prince.

One method commended itself to us all

as essential to the success of the Mission

from a human standpoint, and that is the

establishment of a graded, efficient

American school, in which the study of

the Bible for one hour, more or less,

each day, should be compulsory. The

school should be both a boarding and

day school. It would thus be a school

not merely for Larnaca but for the whole

island. The workers arc confident that

in the first year such a school would

secure an attendance of from seventy-

five to one hundred boys, and that this

number would increase from year to year.

Why such a school would be a success

may be seen from this fact, that the

young men are desirous to enter the

government service, and to this end a

knowledge of Greek, English and Turkish

is essential. If they can be assured

that a strong, efficient, permanent Ameri

can school is to be established, many of

them would brave the wrath of the

priests or perhaps at once break with

the Greek Church entirely for the sake of

the education they would obtain. For

such a school a building is essential,

which probably would not cost less than

$2,000. With thirty or forty boys as

boarders and as many more attending

the school from the outside, we have a

foundation for direct evangelistic work

among the parents. If such a school is

granted we have hope for the future.

Brethren, pray.

Tak Hing Chau, South China.—A very

interesting letter from Dr. J. M. Wright,

written October 5, came in too late for the

December number, and is published now,

with the omission of items that appeared

in that issue from other missionaries

:

As you know, some of our number were

in Macao during the summer. It was so

crowded and warm here that it was neces-

sary to get a house at the shore, and we

took our turn staying there, except Rev.

A. I. Robb, who remained home through

the whole summer to oversee the building,

which is progressing nicely and will be

ready to occupy some time this winter.

Sabbath, September 13, was our Com-

munion Sabbath, and four joined our

number, confessing their faith in Christ

and receiving baptism. Two children were

baptized, Rev. A. I. Robb’s child and an

infant daughter of one of our members,

which received the name Ruth. This is

the first Chinese baby baptized in our

Mission.

Quite a number applied for admission

whose motive seemed to be that of receiv-

ing some worldly benefit. There is a

growing interest in the gospel among the
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'Chinese, and many come regularly to the

services. Last Sabbath two young men
came fifteen miles over a mountainous

road to hear the gospel. They had re-

ceived some of the Gospels and read them,

hut could not understand them clearly,

yet got enough to awaken their interest.

They were highly pleased with Mr. Robb’s

•explanation of the Word, and promised to

return. We who are studying the language

are longing for the time when we can tell

dhe good news to those about us. The

meed is great, and so much is to be done.

You have heard a great deal about the

famine in China. It was in the district

west of ours. The famine began with the

loss of the fall crop of rice in 1901. In

that part of China there are two crops of

rice raised in a season if the weather is

favorable, and the loss in this instance was

caused first by flood, then by drought.

The Christian Alliance missionaries of the

province did heroic work among the starv-

ing; but the work was too great for so few,

.and they made known the situation to out-

siders. Americans and British responded

promptly by sending rice and flour. But

before help could come many starved, and

after it did come the difficulty in reaching

The most needy resulted in the starvation

of many more.

There were three American relief expe-

ditions sent, and the last one left Canton

July 16 for the famine district. July 14

I received a telegram from Hon. R. M.

McWade, IT. S. Consul-General at Canton,

• calling me to Canton to accompany the

third American relief expedition. There

were four in the party. The others were

Rev. Mr. Spore, of Canton W. B. Mission,

and Professors Lewis and Wanamaker, of

the Christian College, Macao. There were

eight cargo boats, which in all carried

800,000 pounds of rice. Each of these

boats was drawn by a steam launch armed

with rapid-firing guns mostly, and a tor-

pedo boat accompanied us to protect

from river pirates. We had to provide our

own bedding, cook, victuals and drinking

water. As the victuals soon became unfit

for use, rice and chopsticks were called

into play.

The trip was up the West River to a city

called Kwai Ping, and was reached in ten

days. There is beautiful scenery on this

river, and many rapids in which travel is

very slow. At one rapid it took three

steam launches to draw one rice boat. We
reached our destination, or what proved to

be the end of our trip, on a Saturday

noon. The official provided us with an

ancestral temple in which to live while we

were making arrangements to get smaller

boats to go a two weeks’ journey further

up the river from Kwai Ping. The after-

noon was spent in receiving visits from the

various officials. They all advised us not

to go further up the river, as the country

was in a state of rebellion. This was con-

firmed later by the Viceroy, who said our

lives would be in danger, and that if we

would leave the rice in his care he would

send it to those places most in need as

soon as he could get enough soldiers. This

we reported to U. S. Consul-General Mc-

Wade, who sent us word to turn the rice

over to the Viceroy and get papers for the

same. As it would take a week to get all

ready to return, we employed part of our

time in helping distribute rice belonging

to a former expedition to Kwai Ping and

neighborhood.

The famine was very severe in Kwai

Ping. Parents sold their children, and we

were told that out of this province sixty

to eighty thousand girls were sold. Many
men left their families to starve alone and

went away in quest of food. Many chil-

dren and grown people died. One old

man told us that when the famine began

there were thirty members in his family,

but now all had died except three. They
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ate everything they had down to even the

cat and dog, and one man told me he saw

them eating the flesh of criminals who

were executed, and also that human flesh

taken from these executed criminals was

sold on the streets. It was a pitiable sight

to see, especially the children, as they were

in many cases just a little sack of bones.

The famine now is over, as a good rice

crop has been harvested, and all have

taken heart again. The people have a very

friendly feeling toward America for send-

ing them relief. Consul-General McWade
has been honored by receiving the Order

of the Dragon.

Before closing, an incident or two may
be mentioned : The first night we were

in Kwai Ping the official sent us two

goats, two pigs, several chickens, and a

basket of eggs and some cakes. The goats

and pigs we gave away, as we could not

use them. Next day he sent us a dinner

of ducks, chickens, rice, bamboo, snails,

shark’s fins, etc. This fare does not

taste as bad as part of it may sound, espe-

cially if one does not know at the time

what he is eating.

I forgot to mention the method of dis-

tributing rice in the famine district. At
first all who were needy were invited to

come on a certain day and receive rice.

This brought such crowds and proved so

dangerous that it was given up. Indeed,

at one distribution the crowd became so

uncontrollable in their mad rush for rice

that they trampled to death twenty of

their number. Later the best method was

found to be to visit each house in need

and give a ticket to them stating how-

much rice they were entitled to.

It is hoped that the aid and sympathy

of the foreigners during the famine will

work good in opening up the way for the

spread and reception of the gospel.

We reached Canton after having been

gone for three weeks.

Rev. A. I. Robb and I witnessed a trial

before our district official a short time

ago. As is customary, the trial was held

at night. The official sat before a writing

table surrounded by his attendants, and

in front of him, on the brick pavement,

were the accuser and the accused on their

hands and knees, and with heads bowed,

except when spoken to by the official

through his secretary. In this land the

dignity of the official is apparent at all

times, if not the dignity of the law.

P. S., 19th—Since the foregoing lines

were penned, there has been a good deal

of sickness, but at present all seem better.

A personal letter from Dr. J. Maude

George, under date of October 9, contains

an item or two for the Church

:

I want to tell you about the soldier with

the sore hand of whom I wrote you. He
came regularly for about a week to see Mr.

Robb in the afternoons and took books

and papers away to read and to show to

his comrades. Then suddenly his com-

pany was ordered away, and we have not

heard a word of him since. I, in my
ignorance, thought it strange that he did

not write a note of explanation when dis-

appearing so suddenly, but Mrs. Nelson,

who has worked twelve years in China,

tells me it would have been much more

strange if he had written. They write few

letters. We often meet inquirers who

have heard little of the gospel elsewhere,

and doubtless some of the seed sown here

will be reaped elsewhere. Just last Sab-

bath two brothers came to the service who

had walked fifteen miles (i. e., fifty

Chinese miles). Their brother is a Chris-

tian and had told them a little and advised

them to hear more. They said they had

started as soon as they could see in the

morning, and had walked fast and had

run part of the way in order to reach here

by eleven.
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The old house is being torn down and

the brick used in the now. which is ready

for roof.

You have probably heard of the birth of

David Metheny Eobb, second son of Ecv.

J. Iv. Eobb, born Sept. 19. He is a fine

babv—the fifth small boy here.

Rev. J. K. Eobb wrote October 19,

inclosing a picture of a Christian family,

which our readers will be glad to see

:

I inclose a rather indifferent picture of

a most interesting group. I am not cer-

tain that it will be sufficiently clear for

reproducing, but if it is not, I shall try

to get a better one, for it represents a great

deal to us. The old woman on the left,

and the man standing behind, are mother

and son. They both joined the Church

last winter, when we held communion
about the first of this year. The young

woman is the man’s wife, and she united

with the Church at our last communion.

The little baby is their child. She was

baptized at the same time her mother was,

and is the first native child to receive

Christian baptism in Talc Hing, and the

only one whose parents are both Chris-

tians. So the group represents three gen-

erations, and all of one family. The man
and his wife are also the parents of an-

other child, a boy of eight or nine, who

will probably be baptized on profession be-

fore long.

#
A letter from Dr. Maude George to the

friends at home, written Nov. 12, reports

that there had been much sickness in the

Mission, but all seemed to be improving

at that date. The w'eather was delightful,

the air clear and cool and exhilarating.

%=

As we were going to press, letters came

in from Rev. A. I. Robb, dated Novem-

ber 21, from which we make extracts :

The cable has, doubtless, already in-

formed you that one of our number

has finished her work and fallen

asleep. I need only add that her illness

was acute gastritis, that it continued

nearly five weeks, and that she was un-

able to rally after the disease had run its

full course. She suffered much, but was
/

exceedingly patient. Her peace was

made with God in Christ, and she had

neither fear nor pain in the end. We
buried her, at her own request, in a

native coffin, and as we had no other

place, we dug the grave on the Mission

premises. It was a Christian Chinaman,

whom God had saved through her labors,

who made all arrangements, ahd they

were perfectly managed. Rev. J affray

and wife came from Ng Chau with sym-

pathy and help. He conducted a service

in Chinese, and many of our neighbors

who would never come to preaching

came that day, and listened with marked

attention. He spoke from the ’words :

They rest from their labors'.” * * *

I wish to say that both Dr. George and

Dr. Wright did all that could be done for

her. Mrs. Wright has had a long, severe

illness of dysentery, but is now better.
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AT HOME.
Allegheny, Pa.—The following items are from Central'Board for December :

Financial Statement—
On hand

Nov. 1, 1 U03.

Southern Mission $1,745.00

Indian Mission 1,713.09

Chinese Home Mission.. 849.87

Jewish Mission 306.84

Southern Mission In-

dustrial School ... 429.05

Southern Mission In-

dustrial Building. . . 1,091.93

Sustentation Fund 164.74

Overdrawn
Dec 1, 1903.

Domestic Mission 194.52

Domestic Mission.—Rev. T. H. Ache-

son, Clerk of Colorado Presbytery, in a

communication dated December 11, 1903,

to the Board, stated that Mr. McDonald

was encouraged in his work. The prospect

of organizing a congregation at Los

Angeles was considered at a special meet-

ing of the Presbytery. If the prospects are

sufficiently encouraging a congregation

will be organized in the near future.

Indian Mission.—Mr.Carither has so far

recovered his health that he is able now
to attend to his usual duties. Mr. McMil-

lan, however, has been obliged to ask for

a vacation of three months that he may
obtain a much needed rest. His place will

be supplied by one of the Kansas Presby-

tery ministers whose time is not fully

taken by his congregation. There has

been considerable sickness in the Mission,

but all, with one exception, are in a fair

way of recovery. Sabbath is no rest day

for the ministers, as on that day they con-

duct no less than five services.

Southern Mission.—The number of

scholars enrolled is 350. It will very

.probably be as large as last year before

the winter conies. $136.85 have thus far

Receipts. Expenditures.
On hand

Dec. 1, 1903.

$695.00 $443.37 $1,996.63

4i8.44 515.17 1,616.36

15.50 110.00 755.37

889.53 200.00 996.37

55.00 374.05

213.10 1,305.03

8.72 — 173.46

5.00 670.43

been paid for tuition. The new industrial

building will be built by the superin-

tendent and Mr. Reed, and such help as

they can get. Miss Stewart, who was

called home on account of the sickness of

a sister, expects soon to resume her duties.

Chinese Mission.-—Mr. Farris has 'al-

ready commenced work. Mrs. Boreland

will still render service. Mr. Farris’ ad-

dress is 307 Eighth Street, Oakland, Cal.

J. W. Sproull

Brooklyn, N. Y.—Rev. W. M. George,

the popular pastor of Brooklyn congrega-

tion, has been seriously ill since the

middle of November, 1903. Forced to

his bed by a severe attack of pneumonia,

he was completely prostrated for weeks

and is still very feeble. Even after he is

strong enough to leave his room, he will

require months of rest before he will be

able to resume professional duties.

Every one who knows him personally and

the good work that he has been used of

God to do in Brooklyn, will pray earnestly

for his complete recovery and more suc-

cessful service in the future than in past

years.
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MONOGRAPHS.

FIRST DEATH AT TAIv HING.

Very startling was the intelligence

which c-ame to us through the cablegram,

“Ella Robb asleep, November 16. Gastri-

tis.’
-

The announcement reached the

Church with painful suddenness. She was

the wife of Rev. A. I. Robb, the first mis-

sionary to that field. Already there had

gathered about Mr. and Mrs. Robb a

happy group of friends and co-workers,

and the work in their hands was opening

up with encouraging prospects.
.

Airs.

Robb’s acquaintance with the language

and customs of the people seemed to ren-

der her presence and help indispensable,

but*He whose thoughts are not as man’s

thoughts saw otherwise, and took her

from her work to her rest.

Sarah Ella Torrence Robb was born at

Winchester, Kansas, December 11, 1870,

and was baptized by Rev. Josiah Dodds,

who was then pastor of that congregation.

The family afterwards removing to Deni-

son, Kan., Ella connected with the Coven-

anter Church under the care of Rev. J.

S. T. Milligan, when she was a little more

than fifteen j
rears old. She was of a

mild, gentle, and loving disposition to-

ward parents, brothers and sisters. A
friend says, “She was sunshine in all her

associations.” She taught school for a

number of terms with very good success;

she organized and trained a Junior Band
in the church with great patience and as

great delight, and was much interested in

all church work. One who knows says,

“She was consecrated to Foreign Mission

work in her baptism, if the Lord would

accept the offering and open the way.”

And so she was ready, at the call of the

Master, to join with her husband in going

to that far-off field, and when she went,

if a military expression could be allowed,

“she burned the bridges behind her.” She

went to stay, to make that her home, her

field of labor, to live there, and, if need

be, to suffer and die there. She never

fretted about being far away from home

and friends. When writing on one occa-

sion and recognizing the fact that she was

far from home and native land, she adds,

“Mother, heaven is as near China as it is

America.” How little did she know, at

that writing, how soon she would be called

to take the journey ! While she was only

the wife of the missionary, and had the

home and her own family to look after,

she began at once, on reaching China, to

get hold of the language. She determined

to enter upon the situation so fully as to

be ready to embrace every opportunity to

assist her husband in pressing forward the

work. She was of incalculable benefit to

her sister Jennie, Dr. Maud George, and

later arrivals in getting them introduced

to the place, the people, and the work.

A private letter to the writer says:

“She was a faithful laborer, went into her

work with so much love, energy, and faith-

fulness that showed she was always ready

to do her Master’s work.” And the same

writer further adds : “Her work is done,

her life was short, but well spent, and now

she wears the crown of victory.” The

Church mourns with Brother Robb over

the loss of a loving wife, and a faithful

mother of his children
;
with the bereaved

group that gathers around and weeps with

him, with the aged father and mother who

felt the shock so keenly, and with the

many friends who loved Ella so fondly.

May the loving Father that took her away

more than make up the loss in His own

precious presence, sufficient grace, and

richest blessing.
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How beautiful are the feet of them that

preacli the gospel of peace, and bring glad

tidings of good things

!

H. H. George.

Since the above notice was in type

additional facts have come from the

field :

Mrs. Robb was married June 26, 1894,

and sailed witli her husband for China

Nov. 13, 1895. She readily acquired

good speaking knowledge o( the lan-

guage, and I think no one of us had as

much influence with the Chinese or under-

stood them so well. Feople who came in

trouble always wanted to tell their story

to her. The Chinese are an unemotional

people, but there were many tears shed,

some by people apparently unfriendly to

the gospel, the day she was laid away,

for they felt that they had lost a real

friend, and one who was different from

the suspicious friends they have as

heathen.

An unfinished letter, begun on Saturday

of our communion, September 12, to her

parents, was in her desk. In it she

speaks of one woman who was baptized,

and says, “If I had no other reason to

make me glad I came to China, the joy of

leading E So to a knowledge of her

Saviour is enough.”

She fell asleep at noon, Monday, Novem-

ber 16, 1903, and was buried at 3 o’clock-

on Tuesday. She would have been thirty-

three years of age, December 11, and

would have been eight years in China on

that date. I can think of no way in

which God could have taken her to Him-

self, and done it in greater tenderness to

those who are left. The peacefulness of

her death was a most fitting close to

what was a surpassingly lovely and

beautiful life. We asked Him to glorify

His own name in her life, if such was His

will, but He gave the cup of sorrow, and

we know this is best because He hath

done it.

The Chinese Christians were very sor-

rowful, but very helpful, and I think it

has given them a new idea of the

reality of “the unseen things which arc

eternal.”

THE LIFE AFTER DEATH—
A DEBATE.

In the latter part of October of this

year, Dr. Eaton, of the M. E. Church, and

“Pastor Russell” carried on a debate in

Carnegie Hall, Allegheny, for two after-

noons and four evenings. The subjects

discussed related chiefly to the future life.

“Pastor Russell” is connected with no

church. He does not believe in church or-

ganizations. His aim is in part to break

them up. His followers are numerous,

not only in the United States, but also

abroad, and very zealous, making prose-

lytes wherever they can. The “Pastor”

has done and is still doing a great deal of

harm to the cause of religion.

The large hall in which the debate was

held has a seating capacity of about 1,200.

It was filled each evening and afternoon

to overflowing. Numbers were unable to

obtain admittance. The interest con-

tinued to increase till the close. No
audience could have been more attentive.

I presided at one of the meetings, and so

had a good opportunity of observing. I

never saw men and women more interested

in what was said. The evening session

continued from 7 :45 to 10 o’clock. There

was not the least sign of weariness.

It is very doubtful if such discussions

do as much good as harm. “Pastor Rus-

sell’s” views respecting future probation,

restoration, the annihilation of the wicked,

etc., are, according to our interpretation

of Scripture, radically wrong. At the

same time they are made attractive and

so presented as to seem plausible. The ef-
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feet, we fear, has been to advertise him

and his views.

There are several things, however, that

the debate showed which it may be profit-

able to note. It showed

—

1. That deep down in the human heart

ihere is a belief in a future existence, and

also a craving to know more about it. It

was a desire to learn something about the

life beyond the grave that brought to-

gether that large audience and kept them

so attentive. Neither the materialism

nor the sensualism of the age can wholly

efface the belief in such a life and the

longing to know more about it. All that

is needed for such a belief and such a de-

sire to manifest themselves is the occasion.

2. The people have not lost their inter-

est in the great doctrines of the Bible. A
minister of national reputation remarked

in one of his sermons that “religious doc-

trines arc not so vigorously preached as

they used to be. A sermon on foreordina-

tion, election, decrees, reprobation, would

be a novelty in most congregations. And
I venture to affirm that when they are

preached it is done at time of exchange;

the minister does not like to live in his

own parish after he has preached a rous-

jng sermon on that subject.” The

audience that assembled in Carnegie Hall

was a representative one. There were

present ministers, doctors, lawyers, busi-

ness men, day laborers, women and chil-

dren. Incidentally a number of the great

doctrines of our religion were discussed.

Hebrew and Greek words were freely

quoted to support the views presented.

The audience not only did not weary of the

discussion of these doctrines, but seemed

to be especially interested in it. That

there is not more discussion of them is not

wholly the fault of the people.

3. An audience likes strong, positive

statements of views. These debaters

spoke as if they had opinions on the sub-

jects discussed and wanted to present

them with all the ability in their power.

They seemed to be intensely in earnest.

One of the characteristics of this age is an

indifferentism that comes from lack of

.conviction. This is one reason for the

general complaint of lack of spiritual life

and power in the Church. There cannot be

that earnestness that brings conviction to

the hearts of others where thefe is no con-

viction of the truth of what he utters in

the heart of the speaker. What we all

need to-day is a clearer perception of the

truth and with that such a belief in it as

will make us realize its importance.

4.

The Bible has a hold on the

American people generally such as no

other book has. Both debaters appealed

to it as that by which everything was to

be decided. The audience showed in dif-

ferent ways that they, too, recognized its

supreme authority. No stronger evidence

of approval was given, when I was present,

than that accorded to one of the speakers

when he said he believed “in the whole

Bible from Genesis to Revelation,” and

“no higher criticism for him.” The Book

may not be read and studied as it

should be, yet, after all, there is among

the American people a general belief in

its divine origin and its binding authority.

What is most needed to-day is such a deep-

ening of this belief as will lead to its care-

ful and prayerful study and result in a

general conformity to its teachings. The

necessity for a more careful study of the

Scriptures was painfully evident during

the debate. Some of the misinterpreta-

tions were wholly inexcusable. They were

shameful, and made it very plain that the

Word of God, to become the power for

good it should be, must be understood as

well as accepted as divine.

J. W. Sfroull.

Allegheny, Pa.
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SUSTAIN THE GREAT ENTER-
PRISE.

The great enterprise, committed to the

people of God, is growing sublimer as it

is better understood and more fully de-

veloped. It is becoming vaster in extent

and deeper in its influence upon the whole

framework of human society. New in-

strumentalities for carrying it on are be-

ing developed age after age, which give it

a wider sweep and a mightier impulse.

The vast missionary enterprise in its

various departments and ramifications;

the circulation of the Bible and other pub-

lications, wdiich seems almost like the gift

of tongues imparted to tell all nations, in

their own languages, the wonderful works

of God
;
and the Sabbath school, making

its impress upon the whole rising genera-

tion, are among the grand agencies

through which it is now working. . New
classes are cared for, new communities are

opened to the gracious influence, new
methods of using old instrumentalities

are developed. The benevolent enterprise

is penetrating more deeply into every

avenue of life. It is sweeping more
widely in great tides of blessings over the

nations.

A great problem of practical import-

ance which in every quarter now presses

for solution is, how the liberality of Chris-

tians may be brought up to anything like

its capabilities or to the crying demands
of the perishing millions. Unbounded
means are in the hands of the people of

God. Vastly more of them could be ex-

pended in a most advantageous manner.

The need for them which is developed in

almost every department of Christian en-

terprise is appalling. How, then, can the

conscience of the professed people of God
be so aroused that they will look upon the

matter as pressing upon them, and feel

their responsibility as they ought? How

can they be persuaded to believe God fully

when He commands “Give, and it shall be

given unto you; good measure, pressed

down, and shaken together, and running

over, shall men give into your bosom. For

with the same measure that ye mete withal

it shall be measured to you again” ? How
can they be brought up to the standard of

giving in anything like just proportion to

the means which has been put in their

hands, to what has been done for them, to

what they spend on selfish gratifications

which might easily be dispensed with, or

to the wants of a world lying in sin? If

this could be done, then humanly speak-

ing, there is not a doubt but that the gos-

pel would make far more rapid progress

than has ever yet been witnessed.

The enterprise of modern benevolence

is not only a science, but it is the most

sublime of all practical sciences. Look at

the changes which the gospel is making,

bringing up whole communities from the

lowest state of barbarism to one of sub-

stantial Christian civilization. Behold

the vastness of the work that is going on

throughout every continent, and by the

operation of such noble instrumentalities.

Consider the indirect influences which it

is sending out on the piety, the intelli-

gence and the general improvement of

society. Think of the aim which it keeps

before it, even that of changing the face

of the whole world, subduing it, and

bringing all things into captivity to

Christ. When we reflect upon all these

we shall be prepared to say that men do

not knowr what Christian benevolence is

doing.

—

Tlios. Murpliy, D. D.

THE VATICAN BIBLE SOCIETY.

The Society of St. Jerome, in Rome,

has issued 130,000 copies of the Gospels

and the Acts. It is now issuing an edition

of the Gospel according to Matthew’, with

notes and a map and illustrations, for one
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halfpenny. The Vatican organ, Civilta

Cattolica, says, when mentioning this

issue: “Oh, let us turn the gospel and

other holy books into our daily food, con-

tinuously and with all our hearts, as was

done in the golden age of the Christian

life. The more intimately the Divine

Master is known, the more will His teach-

ing, drawn from these purest fountains of

inspiration, fertilize with celestial ideals,

with holy virtues, and sweet hopes, this

poor world of ours, which is being dragged

down by false apostles into the darkness

and brutishness of paganism.”

Grave doubts have been expressed in

some quarters as to whether the New
Testament was really being circulated in

accordance with the published numbers,

and whether the whole publication was not

a Jesuit trick to “throw dust in the eyes

of Protestants.” Professor Luzzi, writing

to the Voice from Italy (Edinburgh),

says the figures are genuine, and he com-

ments favorably on the motive for publi-

cation. There are in Rome three currents

of feeling among priests. There is a

spiritual current among the younger and

better educated, who piously seek a re-

vival; there is the “Vaticano Regio,” who

desire only the temporal dominion; and

there are priests, ignorant and fanatical,

who look upon the Bible as the work of

the devil. Professor Luzzi says the books

are not perfectly translated, and the notes,

as might be expected, are of a papal tone,

but for all that they are not unfair, and

some are evangelical. As a specimen, he

cites the following note on the Lord’s

Prayer

:

“The Lord’s Prayer is the divine model

of Christian prayer. St. Augustine says,

'When we pray rightly and sincerely we

cannot say more than is to be found here.’

Jesus Himself, the very Son of God, hav-

ing taught it, its efficacy cannot be

doubted. In it we acknowledge that we

are all children of the same Father, that

heaven is our true home, toward which

all our aspirations from this land of exile

should turn. (1) As true children we
desire the glory of the Father, that He
may be known and loved by all our

brethren dispersed throughout the world,

it being impossible for us to add anything

to His infinite blessedness. (2) We ask

that the glory of His eternal kingdom

may also be ours, and that meantime the

Church, which is the kingdom of God

upon earth, may grow in virtue and ex-

tend more and more. While (3) we shall

try to do God’s will and obey the gospel

precepts with ever increasing earnestness,

for this will make for our true happiness.

In order to do this, however, the daily

nourishment derived from intimate union

with Jesus is necessary, which is secured

by means of prayer and the Lord’s Sup-

per. At the same time we must seek by

honest means to support our bodies. For

(4) we ask for
cour' bread; that is, the

bread that is needful for us as Christians.

Neither poverty nor riches nor extraor-

dinary gifts do we ask, but what is suffi-

cient for our temporal and spiritual life.

Finally (5), since the sins we commit,

(6) the temptations we are exposed to,

and (7) all the evils of this life, may

stand in the way of our obtaining the

blessings we ask, therefore in these three

last petitions we have subjects for prayer.

Remembering the promises of Christ, we

beg for mercy and forgiveness in a larger

measure than we grant to our neighbors,

and this thought stimulates us to place no

limits to our love (charity), not even to-

ward our enemies. In asking God not to

lead us into temptation, we do not ask to

be freed from all temptation, which would

be a vain request; but, conscious of our

weakness, we with filial confidence express

our fears, together with the firm hope that

the divine aid will not fail
.”
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Altogether, there is here revealed a re-

markable movement in the Vatican. Pro-

fessor Luzzi does not hesitate to ascribe

it to God’s own Spirit, triumphing over

bitter opposition .—The Bulwark.

THE LORD IS MY STRENGTH AND
SONG.

On the wall behind the editor’s table,

and placed there by a loving hand, hangs a

beautiful deA'otional calendar for 1893.

Its first page motto is, “The Lord bless

thee and keep thee;” the verse for Febru-

ary, “My heart shall rejoice in thy salva-

tion.” These familiar passages had been

readoften.if not daily,througheachmonth.

but did not awaken any perceptible new

interest or emotion. But when we turned

the leaf for March and there saw the lit-

tle spring bird perched upon a branchlet

budding out into flowers, and singing his

song of praise, and when we read beneath

the flowers the words for March : “The

Lord is my strength and song,” the beauty

of the line and the force of its truth were

seen and felt as never before. Outside our

window it was cold and stormy, with no

signs of spring time. Yet here before us

were the flowers and' the bird and the

words of Israel’s great leader and eminent

type of Jesus: “The Lord is my Strength

and Song.” We read and pondered while

the soul cried out : “Is that for me? May
1 say, The Lord is my strength

;
the Lord

is my song?” Why not? Did not Jesus

die for me? Is not this precious one my
Saviour? May not even the doubting dis-

ciple say. My Lord and my God? There-

fore, 0 my soul, be joyful and sing the

Song of Moses, the servant of God. on this

side of the jasper walls. This outward

man is growing weary and faint; but the

Lord is my strength. The battles of life

against the powers of darkness and the

armies of the aliens are too great to be

fought by a timid and feeble soldier of the

cross; but the Lord is my strength. Life’s

journey is lengthening and the traveler is

growing feeble and knows not how he can

reach the end
;
but my soul says. The

Lord is my strength. And as I press for-

ward in the journey, to try to do the work

of the day ere the shadows lengthen too

hastily, or endeavor to fight the good fight

of faith, and my soul desponds and my
heart grows sad and I am ready to sit

down and weep, the Spirit bids me to look

up, and I see the golden words, “The Lord

is my Song.” Even in the dark night of

sorrow when alone in my weeping for sins

that “'are more than the hairs of my head,”

the Spirit bids me to listen to the words,

“Thy sins are forgiven thee,” and to be

joyful in God. Then I read my golden

text for March and repeat, “The Lord is

my Song;” and again before I close my
eyes to sleep I sing praises to Him who
giveth songs in the night; and my tears

are wiped away by an unseen hand as I

sing in joy such as only the Comforter can

give, “The Lord is my Strength and

Song; He also is become my Salvation.”

N. R. J.

###
It never does any good to get angry. I once asked a very genial business man

how it came that he never got angry. He said :

u I find it the best policy to let the

other fellow get angry. It always does harm to the cause you represent, besides

causing one great humiliation .’'— The Bible Teacher.

4^ 4^ 4^
The mark of a saint is not perfection, but consecration. A saint is not a man

without faults, but a man who has given himself without reserve to God.

— B. F. Westcott.
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EDITORIAL NOTES.

Olive Trees enters upon the work of

another year, confident of loyal support.

Replies to the circular of the Committee

of the Foreign Board have been received

from only a few congregations, but these

are of the most cordial character and

may be taken as an indication of the

missionary spirit that exists throughout

the whole Church. Rev. A. J. McFarland,

of Kansas City, enclosing a list of ten

new subscribers, says, “ These, with

others who have promised to renew, cover

all the families of the congregation. I

hope there will be a very general re-

sponse from the Church.” Rev. Robt.

A. Paden, of Mankato, Kansas, writes,

"It is with great pleasure that I co-

operate with you in seeking the wider

circulation of Olive Trees.” Then he

gives nine names and addresses to which

he wishes the paper sent, adding "Don’t

give up the ship.” Rev. J. R. W. Steven-

son, of Glenwood, Minn., says, "I am
glad to be able to send you the enclosed

list of twenty-seven subscribers.” Mr.

T. C. Speer, of Bellefontaine, 0., an elder

in the Northwood congregation, who has

for two years acted voluntarily as agent,

has forwarded twenty-eight names, more

than double the number that was sent in

twelve months ago. The congregation

at Miller's Run, Pa., has always furnished

many readers who, with characteristic

promptness, have already renewed for

1904. The pastor, Rev. S. G. Connor,

speaking of the present movement, says,

"I am glad for what Olive Trees has

done for Missions, and I hope its useful-

ness is only beginning to be felt in the

Church.” Other brethren have written

that they have always commended Olive

Trees to their people, and will continue

to press its claims. Extracts, equally in-

teresting and encouraging, might be

made from other letters filed away for

future reference, but these will be suf-

ficient to show the spirit in which the

proposal to put this magazine in every

home in the Reformed Presbyterian

Church has been met.

The correspondence with ministers and

elders has brought out the fact that in

some congregations arrangements are

made to exchange papers, so that one

copy of Olive Trees may be read in

several families. This is good news,

showing as it does that some, perhaps

a considerable number, who arc not sub-

scribers, see the Mission news and articles

every month, and thus are deriving some

benefit from our labors.

All new subscriptions and renewals

should be sent to

R. M. SOMMERVILLE,

327 West 56th Street,

New York City.

#
In Olive Trees lor December, 1903,

we suggested, in an item on Cyprus (see

p. 359), that there might be fifty con-

gregations whose young people could

give one hundred dollars each, over and

above what they are already doing, to

man five central points on the island and

claim it for Christ. One congregation

has replied to that suggestion, that its

sons and daughters will contribute one

hundred dollars annually for a term of

seven years, for that purpose. We will

let the pastor speak :

" It is my privilege to inform you that

Lake Reno congregation is willing to be

counted as one to take part in the ex-

tension of Mission work on Cyprus. I

received Olive Trees Saturday evening,

and at the close of service yesterday I
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read your plan. I did not urge the

matter, but merely indicated that this

was an opportunity for service. I placed

a paper and pen on the table and the

people did the rest. The fact that boys

and girls are taking hold of the work is a

cause for thanksgiving. The spirit of the

whole affair is to me worth more than

the contributions. The pledges are for

seven years, and I can assure you of at

least one hundred dollars annually, if

others will unite with us, so as to occupy

the field.

“ I would be glad to be one of the five,

but if younger men will go, I will bid

them Godspeed.'’

Special attention is called to the article

on “The Book of Psalms,” the first part

of which appears in this issue of Olive

Trees. It is from the pen of Prof.

Wilbert W. White, principal of the Bible

Teachers’ Training School in New York.

It was delivered originally in the London

Mildmay Mission to the Jews, in June,

1900, and the manuscript, at the request

of llcv. G W. Benn, has been carefully

prepared for publication in this maga-

zine. That Dr. White was willing, in the

midst of abundant labors, to render this

service, speaks volumes for his interest

in the subject.

The paper is given the first place in

this number because we believe that one

Question of the Hour is Purity of Wor-
ship, and we are persuaded that no

honest inquirer can consider the excel-

lencies of the inspired Psalter, as de-

scribed in this article, without being

made to feel that it is the true vehicle of

praise.

Some one may object that it is not a

missionary topic. Not distinctively, and

yet where can we find greater inspiration

in missionary effort than in the Book of

Psalms, where the central figure is Jesus

Christ, teaching, suffering or reigning ?

Nowhere have we a more vivid story of

His death, His resurrection, His inves-

titure with universal authority, His out-

pouring of the Spirit to build up the

Church and win all nations to the

obedience of the faith. Nor have we
anywhere else so graphic picturing of the

change that will be wrought on human
character and in society under the

Mediatorial reign. A woman of eminent

piety, being told, when on her death-bed,

of the marvellous results of evangelism

in the South Sea Islands, could only

voice her joy in the old words, “Now,
blessed be the Lord our God, the God of

Israel, who only doeth wondrous things
;

and blessed be His glorious name for-

ever
;

and let the whole earth be filled

with His glory.”

4^
Since last report Olive Trees has re-

ceived from the ministers of the Reformed

Presbyterian Church the following con-

tributions towards the salary of their

missionary lor 1904 :

Rev. T. J. Allen, Beaver Falls,

Pa $5 00

Rev. J. C. Taylor, E. Craftsbury,

Yt 10.00

Also from the young women, towards

the salary of their representative in the

foreign field :

L.M. Society of Miller’s Run, Pa., $12.50

Mrs. J. E. Pitblado, Boston, Mass
,

5.50

Miss Maggie E. Atchison,

Olathe, Kan 3.65

Mrs. J. C. Taylor, E. Craftsbury,

Yt 5.20

To the latter fund have been added

$10.00 from “A Young Woman of Alle-

gheny Congregation,” and 50 cents from

Mrs. James Williams.

Olive Trees also acknowledges the

receipt of $6.50 from Mrs. J. E. Pitblado,
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Boston, Mass., for the Foreign Mission,

and of $14.50 from Mrs. M. J. Waite,

Toll House, Cal., to be applied as follows :

$5.00 to the Foreign Mission, $4.50 to

the Mission to China, and $5.00 to Do-

mestic Missions.

%
We arc glad to count among our ex-

changes The Bulletin, which represents

the Bible Training School, and is under

the editorship of Dr. White. In the initial

number there are an excellent editorial

on prayer, a paper by Rev. Marcus Dodds,

of Edinburgh, Scotland, on “ Miracles,”

which will repay careful perusal, and

briefer articles on a variety of topics that

every student of the Bible ought to read.

Wc cordially commend it to our readers,

as helpful, safe in its teachings, and at-

tractive in its methods of presenting

truth. The price is only one dollar, and

all subscriptions should be sent to W. H.

Lake, Manager, 88 E. 55th Street, New
York

.

4
The Literary News Notes, from Flem-

ing H. Revell Company, New York,

Chicago, and Toronto, thus announces

some of its recent publications, which

our readers may wish to have in their

libraries

:

The New Era in the Philippines. By
Rev. R. J. Brown

,
D D.

This book has the unqualified endorse-

ment of such men as Gen. J. C. Brecken-

ridge, Inspector-General of the United

States Army
;

James B. Angell, Presi-

dent of the University of Michigan
;
and

lion. Dean C. Worcester. Dr. Brown

had special facilities in the way of official

recognition and introduction, and has

given an unbiased and plain-spoken ac-

count of the facts of the case to-day,

apart from what the islands were under

Spanish rule.

Pictures from Pilgrim's Progress. By
C. H. Spurgeon.

In the introduction by Thomas Spur-

geon, successor to his father’s pulpit, -it

appears that these addresses were de-

livered at Monday evening prayer meet-

ings, anil that Mr. Spurgeon intended

them for publication, as the work of

editing had been begun. The book-

reveals all the mint-marks of the great

preacher’s brain—honesty, keen percep-

tion, graphic and picturesque style.

Memorial of Horace 'lracy Pitkin. By
Robert E. Speer.

Horace Trac3
r Pitkin, a native of

Philadelphia, was one of the increasing

number of young university men who,

leaving alluring attractions at home, have

set out as ambassadors in the foreign

missionary service. At Exeter, at Yale

and in Union Seminary, in the work of

the Student Volunteer movement, in the

life of a missionary, and in the death of a

martyr in China, he was a man among men

Wc are indebted to Rev. Louis Meyer

for Minutes of the first Hebrew-Christian

Conference in the United States, held at

Mountain Lake Park, Md
,
July 28-30,

1903. Mr. Meyer was chosen Corre-

sponding Secretary. The papers were

all interesting, and have been carefully

edited by the Executive Committee, so

that no statement inconsistent with pure

Christianity has been allowed to go out

with the sanction of the Conference The

price of these Minutes is 15 cents a copy,

or $1.50 for a dozen, postpaid, and they

can be obtained from the Recording

Secretary, Maurice Raben, 333 Forty-

second St.
,
Pittsburgh, Pa.

No peace was ever won from fate by subterfuge or agreement. No peace is ever

in store for any of us but that which we shall win by victory over shame or sin—
victory over the sin that oppresses, as well as over that which corrupts.—Ruskin.
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Any one ivixliing a copy Tor hinnell’ or family can have It mailed to hi* addren for
SI.00 and 13 cento for postage.

ADDRESS
OLIVE TREES, 327 West 56th Street. New York.

GENEVA COLLEGE. Z
b
%. TnL'clTo ,

%

Reformed Presbyterian Synod, O. S.

NEW COURSES, Our papers accepted at Columbia, Princeton, Cornell, Michignt
NEW FACILITIES, University. Better work is being done, year by year.

NEW BUILDINGS, Children of Clergymen Have Tuition at Half llatci..

Write for particulars to

W. P. JOHNSTON, Pres.

BG4VEK FAI.LS, H,l.

WILLIAM R. JENKINS,
Pulolishor, Bookseller, Stationer and Printer,

Publisher and Importer of FRENCH BOOKS,

8 5 1 & 8 5 3 SIXTH AVENUE,
N. W. Cor. 4Sth Street, IMETWYORK.

Card Eugruving, Stamping, Wedding Invitations,

PICTURES AND PICTURE FRAMING.
SEND FOR CATALOGUE.

Telephone, 2700 Franklin . Eetabllehed 1800.

The J. W. Pratt Co.

Printers and

Manufacturing Stationers,

52 to 58 DUANE STREET, NEW YORK.

MACKEOWN’S
EYESIGHT TESTING- ROOMS FO ll SPECTACLES,

24 EAST 42d STREET. NEW YORK. Telephone, 6643-38lh St.

WO ITP JAMES S. TIBBY, Sharpsburg, Pa.,W Fxl fl L* when you want the following COVENANTER— = LITERATURE:
PSALTERS, OLD AND NEW VERSION PSALMS.
BOOK OF TESTIMONY AND DISCIPLINE.
COVENANT AND PASTORAL LETTER.
MEMORIAL VOLUME.
CATALOGUE OF PROFESSORS AND STUDENTS OF THE

SEMINARY.
PSALM SELECTIONS FOR CONVENTIONS AND SCHOOLS.


